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EDUCATION:
1991-97
Pontificia Universidad Javeriana Bogotá, Colombia: MD 

2001-04 Tulane University School of Public Health:  MsPH Biostatistics

POSTDOCTORAL TRAINING:

1998-99 Internal medicine internship


Alton Ochsner Foundation Hospital
New Orleans, LA


1999-02
Residency in Neurology


Tulane University Medical Center, New Orleans, LA

2003-2005      Department of Veterans Affairs Multiple Sclerosis Center of Excellence-West,

                        Portland VA Medical Center

· Special fellowship in multiple sclerosis and neuroimmunology with approximately 50% time in research and 50% clinical. Research efforts focused on new treatments for cognitive impairment in MS and more recently on neuroprotective therapies in MS.
2005-2006      Department of Veterans Affairs Multiple Sclerosis Center of Excellence-West,

                        San Francisco VA Medical Center

· 100% research working at the San Francisco VA Medical Center. Worked with David Mohr and Daniel Pelletier on the Stress in MS Study, an NIH funded trial evaluating the effects of stress reduction on MRI lesion activity in MS. I analyzed the images to determine the lesion burden and also trained the research assistants on administering the EDSS and periodically assessed the reliability of their assessments.
POSITIONS AND EMPLOYMENT:

2003-2006 
Instructor in Neurology



Oregon Health & Science University

2007-2008
Assistant Professor in Neurology


Oregon Health & Science University

2008-
Assistant Professor in Neurology


Louisiana State University

LICENSES:

1998
Louisiana Medical License 
BOARD CERTIFICATION:

2004
American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology

PUBLIC SERVICE:
1997 Program for Peace and Development of the Middle Magdalena

PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES:

1998-
American Academy of Neurology

AWARDS AND HONORS:

1997
Honors for best GPA in class, Pontificia Universidad Javeriana

2000
Owl Club Award for Excellency in Teaching, Tulane University

REVIEWER:
2008
American Institute of Biological Sciences, Department of Defense Peer Reviewed Medical Research Program review Multiple Sclerosis Immunology panel.
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Abstracts:
Ginkgo Biloba Improves Cognitive Performance in Multiple Sclerosis Patients with Cognitive Dysfunction: A Pilot Study. Bagert B, Lovera J, Oken B, Smoot K, Wild K, Frank R, Bogardus K, Bourdette D. AAN meeting 2005
Clinical and Neuropsychological Predictors of Neuropsychiatric Symptoms in Subjects with MS and Cognitive Impairment. Lovera J, Frohman E, Brown T, Bandari D, Wild K, Rilling L, Yadav V, Whitham,R, Stuve O, Bourdette D, AAN meeting 2008

CURRENT RESEARCH RESEARCH:

Active:

6/2004 – 12/2008 Forest Laboratories, Co-PI 10% FTE, Total support $144,566
Double-Blind Placebo Controlled Trial of Memantine for Cognitive Impairment in Multiple Sclerosis. 
The goal of this investigator initiated clinical trial is to determine whether memantine is therapeutic in multiple sclerosis subjects with cognitive dysfunction.

7/2007 – 7/2010 RR&D Merit Review, Co-investigator 25%FTE, Total support $736,900
Ginkgo Biloba for Cognitive Enhancement in Multiple Sclerosis.
The goal of this double blind placebo controlled trial is to determine if ginkgo biloba improves cognitive performance in subjects with multiple sclerosis.
8/2006 – 8/2007 OHSU Neurology, PI, 10% FTE, Total Support $10,000

Reliability of brain in N-Acetyl-Aspartate measurements in multiple sclerosis.
The goal of this pilot trial is to optimize repeated brain in N-Acetyl-Aspartate  measurements by MR spectroscopy at 3T in the OHSU Advanced Imaging Research Center’s Siemens Trio Magnet.

9/2008-9/2013 NIH NCCAM-K23, PI 75% FTE, Total support $102,411 x 5 years
Safety and Neuroprotective Effects of Polyphenon-E in Multiple Sclerosis

The goal of the research project that forms the central component of this career development award is to to study the effects of the anti-oxidant Polyphenon-E on the changes in N-Acetyl-Aspartate Levels in Subjects with multiple sclerosis.

Past Multicenter Clinical Trials:
6/2003-6/2005 Double-Blind, Placebo-Controlled, 20-Week, Parallel Group Study to Evaluate Safety, Tolerability and Activity of Oral Fampridine-SR in Subjects with Multiple Sclerosis. Examining physician.

6/2003-6/2005 A Multi-Center, Randomized, Blinded, Parallel-Group study of Avonex Compared with Avonex in Combination with Oral Methotrexate, Intravenous Methylprednisolone, or Both in Subjects with Relapsing-Remitting Multiple Sclerosis Who Have breakthrough Disease on Avonex Monotherapy. Examining physician.
6/2003-6/2004 An Open-Label, Treatment Protocol of T Cell Receptor Peptides (IR902) for Use in Patients with Multiple Sclerosis. Examining physician.
6/2003-6/2005 Phase II Open-Label Multi-Center Study of Oral Recombinant Ovine Interferon-Tau (ROIFN-τ) Administered Daily in Patients with Relapsing-Remitting Multiple Sclerosis. Examining physician.
7/2006-7/2007 Clinical Trial Comparing Treatment of Relapsing-Remitting Multiple Sclerosis (RR-MS) With Two Doses of Glatiramer Acetate (GA). 
 Examining physician.
12/2006-7/2007 Safety Study of RTL1000 (Recombinant T Cell Receptor Ligand) in Subjects With Multiple Sclerosis. Examining physician.
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